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March 2020
Dear All,
RE: AMETHYST ACADEMIES TRUST – SPECIALIST RESOURCE BASE CONSULTATION.
I am writing to inform you of Amethyst Academies Trust’s proposal to make changes to Aldersley High
School’s resource base provision. Aldersley High School’s existing resource base caters for up to 8 students
with Speech, Language and Communication Needs. It is proposed that, with effect from 1 September 2020,
the designation and capacity of the resource base is extended to enable up to 20 students with Speech,
Language and Communication Needs and/or Autistic Spectrum Disorder to be supported.
This consultation will be open for your comments until 1st May 2020.
Why do we need to make changes to existing resource base provision at Aldersley High School?
A Specialist Resource Base (SRB) provides places for children with special educational needs and disabilities
within a mainstream school. Children are taught in smaller groups with additional staff within the SRB, but
also have access to mainstream classes and wider school life as their individual needs allow. The SRB,
which would be based at Aldersley High School would be for children with Speech, Language and
Communication Needs (SLCN) and/or Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and would offer up to 20 places for
students aged 11 to 16.
The City of Wolverhampton Council have advised that there is currently a gap in specialist ASD provision
within the local area. We agree that it is right that children with special educational needs and disabilities
be educated in their local school and community. We believe that as a calm, orderly and inclusive school
we are ideally placed to provide this Specialist Resource Base and that the provision will enhance our wider
school community and the life chances of children with special needs in the Wolverhampton area.
Implementing the proposed changes would allow progression for pupils and continuity of support to aid
the transition of pupils for whom a secondary facility is the most appropriate next stage. This would assist
in reducing the trend of transition from mainstream primary schools to special secondary
schools. Providing early intervention at the start of the secondary phase through the resource base would
support pupils’ needs and enable effective integration into the mainstream school.
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What are specialist facilities?
Specialist facilities are located within the mainstream school and provide specific support to a limited
number of pupils with an education and health care plan (EHCP). Pupils within the facility are on roll of the
mainstream school and are in addition to the published admission number. The school receives additional
funding to support pupils’ needs. Placements are determined by the City of Wolverhampton Council
according to clear criteria.
The aspiration in Wolverhampton is that specialist facilities promote an ethos of inclusion and help
integrate their pupils into the mainstream school for as much of their learning time as their needs
allow. The facility should also provide access to a base within the school for more intensive support when
required. The Wolverhampton model increasingly expects that the expertise of staff within the facility
provide significant benefits to the rest of the school and other schools in the local area to support all pupils
with SEND and create a fully inclusive learning environment.
Pupils in the resource base will have their special educational needs reviewed regularly in discussion with
parents/carers and professionals to ensure that the facility remains the most appropriate placement to
meet these needs.
What will be the impact of the changes to the resource base on other pupils in the school?
We expect the changes would have a positive impact on provision at the school. Specialist staff would
work with pupils in the resource base and also work with teaching staff across the school to develop skills
and expertise in responding to SEND needs and creating an inclusive environment.
Will building work be required to establish the new facility and, if so, how will this be funded?
No, Aldersley High School has identified an area within the existing site in which the resource base will be
established. No capital funding will be required in order for the base to become operational.
Why we are consulting on the above proposal?
We have a responsibility to consult with the wider community on any significant change to the
organisation and structure of the school.
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How can you have your say?
You can have your say by;
• Completing the attached form and handing it to your school office
• Alternatively you could email the attached document and sent back to ljones@aatrust.co.uk.
How long is the consultation period?
The consultation period will begin on the 18th March 2020 and close on the 1st May 2020.
If you have any further questions regarding the process or proposal, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Yours sincerely

Mrs N Davis
CEO
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Consultation on proposed changes to Aldersley High School’s
Resource Base
Let us know what you think of our proposal.

To what extent to you agree with the proposal to extend the designation and capacity of Aldersley High School’s
resource base to enable up to 20 students with Speech, Language and Communication Needs and/or Autistic
Spectrum Disorder to be supported with effect from 1 September 2020?
Please tick a box.
Strongly Agree
Agree
Neither Agree or
Disagree
Disagree
Strongly Disagree
Don’t know
Why do you say this? Please write in the box below

Are there any other comments or suggestions you would like to make to help us with this decision and in planning
for the future provision of the children? Please write in the box below.
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We would like to hear from as many different people as possible as your views will help us to decide whether or not
we should make these changes. We will use any personal information supplied to understand how different groups
of people feel about our proposal to make changes to the resource base at Aldersley High School.
We will process any personal information we receive from you in line with the General Data Protection Regulation
(GDPR) (Regulation (EU) 2016/679), the Data Protection Act 2018 and the Academy Trust’s data protection policy
and guidelines.
This means that Amethyst Academies Trust will hold your personal data and only use it for the purpose for which it
was collected, being this consultation. We won't identify individuals when reporting back our findings. We will also,
under normal circumstances, not pass your personal data on to anyone else. However, we may be asked under
access to information laws to publish or disclose some, or all, of the information you provide in response to this
consultation, including any personal information. We will only do this where such disclosure will comply with such
relevant information laws which include the Freedom of Information Act 2000, the Data Protection Act 2018 and the
Environmental Information Regulations 2004.

Please tell us who you are (Please tick all that apply)
Staff member
Pupil
Parent
Local Resident
School Governor
Local Business
Local community Group
Other (please state)
Other (please specify): _______________________________________________
At which school? ___________________________________________________
What is your postcode? ______________________________________________
Your views will help us decide if this proposal goes ahead. You can tell us your views by returning this completed
form to: ljones@aatrust.co.uk

CONSULTATION ENDS ON 1ST MAY 2020

